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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is
widely regarded as the authoritative voice of the climate
science research community. Despite the strong scientific
consensus found by the IPCC concerning the reality and
seriousness of global warming, worldwide emissions of the
greenhouse gases that cause climate change continue to
increase each year. The nations of the world are depen-
dent on fossil fuels and are still far from agreement on how
to avoid the resulting climate change.

Nations will accept constraints on their freedom to emit carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases only
when they are satisfied that they are being treated justly and equitably. Ethical concerns underlie the differ-
ing rights and obligations of both developed and developing countries. Intergenerational equity requires
people today to consider the planet that their descendants will inherit. The prospect of intentional geoengi-
neering to counter human-caused climate change raises profound questions of equity and ethics.

Richard Somerville is a theoretical meteorologist and Coordinating Lead Author in Working Group | for the
Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, published in 2007. He is the
author of an award-winning and critically acclaimed popular book, The Forgiving Air: Understanding Environ-
mental Change. He comments frequently on climate and environmental issues for the print and broadcast
media and lectures widely to scientific, corporate and governmental audiences, and to the general public.

Sponsored by the Center for Multiscale Modeling of Atmospheric Processes (CMMAP), The
UCLA Dep’t of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, and JIFRESSE (the Joint Institute for
Regional Earth System Science and Engineering).

for more information contact Prof. Bjorn Stevens (bstevens@atmos.ucla.edu)



